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Decades ago, Mahatma Gandhi said that ‘sanitation is more important than political freedom’. The launch of 
Swachh Bharat Mission on 2 October, 2014 by the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to address this 
burgeoning crisis was a historic moment for India – not merely for placing the issue of sanitation at the centre of the 
Government’s developmental agenda, but also for the resounding message that was sent out from the ramparts of 
the Red Fort: “Na Gandagi Karenge, Na Karne Denge’ (I shall not make my environment dirty, nor will I allow others 
to do so), thereby making every citizen an equal partner in India’s journey towards ‘Swachhata’. Since then, the 
Swachh Bharat Mission has truly turned into a people’s movement, a Jan Andolan, with citizens and all segments  
of society taking ownership and responsibility for the creation of Swachh Bharat. 

Launched in 2017 by the Hon’ble President, Ram Nath Kovind in Iswarigunj, Uttar Pradesh, the Swachhata hi Seva 
(Cleanliness is Service) movement observed from 15 September to 2 October sprung into action large scale 
Shramdaan initiatives and witnessed the coming together of Swachhagrahis from all walks of life, reinforcing citizens’ 
participation and engagement in the Swachh Bharat Mission.

In the same spirit, the Swachhata hi Seva campaign was observed once again this year in the run up to the 4th 
anniversary celebrations of Swachh Bharat Mission. Nowhere has this feeling of ‘Jan Andolan’ been demonstrated 
more than in the overwhelming participation by 1.34 crore citizens, comprising school children, students, home 
makers, inter-faith leaders, corporate houses, non-governmental organizations, local business people, and celebrities 
in 63,073 events across thousands of towns and cities in urban India, during the ‘Swachhata hi Seva’ fortnight 
observed across the country as a run-up to the Mahatma’s birthday celebrations this year.

This coffee table book is an attempt to revisit some of these efforts that people across the spectrum have not just 
spearheaded but inspired others to take charge and carry the Swachhata mantle forward. The citizens of this 
country have followed Bapu’s footsteps and have created a Swachh revolution that the Father of the Nation would 
have been truly proud to witness. 

Preface
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You may never know what 

results come of your action, 

but if you do nothing there 

will be no result.

“

”
- Mahatma Gandhi
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HIGHLIGHTS of Swachhata hi Seva 2018

63,075
events organised

1.34 crore
people participated

Men Women

Children

42,15,457 34,59,048

56,97,856
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The enthusiasm among the citizens of Bihar Sharif is palpable  
as they undertake a cleanliness drive during Swachhata hi Seva
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HIGHLIGHTS of Swachhata hi Seva 2018

North Zone South Zone West Zone

Men

Women

Children
11,31,357

9,31,331

15,12,637

15,688
events  

organised

35,75,325
people participated

Men

Women

Children
2,30,696

1,74,769

2,93,613

15,203
events  

organised

6,99,078
people participated

Men

Women

Children
20,10,602

16,65,607

27,46,221

23,436
events  

organised

64,22,430
people participated
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East Zone North East Zone

Men

Women

Children
6,76,077

5,61,034

9,33,189

7,743
events  

organised

21,70,300
people participated

1,005
events  

organised

5,05,228
people participated

Men

Women

Children
1,66,725

1,26,307

2,12,196
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Plogging Drives

Swachhata Rally

Shramdaan

Nukkad Nataks

Swachhata Pledge

Clean and Green Drives

Swachhata CompetitionsFilm Screening

Activities
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Children and  
Students

Interfaith  
LeadersCelebrities

Homemakers

Government 
Officials 

Non-Governmental 
Organisations

Businesses

stakeholders
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An ounce of practice  

is worth more than tons 

of preaching.

“

”
- Mahatma Gandhi
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Taking inspiration from the words of the Father of the Nation, 
the Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs, under the aegis 

of Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban), led the Swachhata hi 
Seva movement from the front by undertaking a series of 
Swachhata initiatives. Helmed by the Honourable Minister 
and Secretary, these activities were participated in with  
great enthusiasm and energy by Ministry Officials and  

staff members in order to give shape to Bapu’s  
dream of a Swachh Bharat. 

Initiative by 
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs
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Shri Hardeep S Puri, MoS (I/C) - Housing & Urban Affairs and Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary 
- MoHUA present an award to the winner of a Swachhata painting competition organised by the 
Central Public Works Department
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Shri Hardeep S Puri, MoS (I/C) - Housing & Urban Affairs, lauds the efforts 
of a Divyang participant at a painting competion organised by CPWD

A Swachh Bharat and a Harit Bharat are synonymous with each other. 
Seen here is Shri Hardeep S Puri, MoS (I/C) - Housing & Urban Affairs,  
at a plantation drive organised by Hindustan Prefab Limited	

The winner of the Swachh residential tower organised during Swachhata 
hi Seva gets felicitated by Shri Hardeep S Puri, MoS (I/C) - Housing & 
Urban Affairs
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Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary - 
MoHUA, interacts with Safai Karamcharis 
of New Delhi Municipal Council at a 
Swachhata hi Seva event.
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Running is good for your health. Picking up  
litter is good for the planet’s health. Why not  
combine the two?
‘Plogging’ Is a Swedish term, which means picking up 
trash while exercising, more specifically, while running 
or jogging. Seen here are glimpses of a plogging drive 
on the streets of New Delhi.
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Promoting segregation of waste at source along 
with waste to compost production has been one  
of the key focus areas of the Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Urban). In order to encourage this practice, 
a waste converter machine was set up on the 
premises of Nirman Bhawan and inaugurated by 
Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary - MoHUA.
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An enthusiastic bunch of children come together along with MoHUA and NDMC officials 
for a group photo after a morning of Swachhata initiatives at Nehru Park, New Delhi

Officials of MoHUA visit an SBM toilet in the NDMC area. Today, more than 
33,000 SBM toilets across 800+ cities are listed and visible on Google Maps

Participants take a break during a plogging drive as Shri Durga Shanker 
Mishra, Secretary - MoHUA, interacts with a NDMC Safai Karamchari
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Clean and Green India are two sides of the 
same coin. The Swachhata hi Seva fortnight 
saw many plantation drives taking place 
across the country. With efforts such as 
these, Bapu’s 150th birth anniversary is sure 
to witness not just a cleaner but a greener 
India as well. 

Art is not only an outlet for creative expression but 
an extremely effective medium for bringing about 
sustained behavioural change among citizens. The 
Swachhata hi Seva fortnight was witness to several 
initiatives where Swachhata merged with art 
leading to cleaner and more beautiful cities. 
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The spirit of Swachhata was celebrated with full fervour  
by the different entities of MoHUA. The activities undertaken 
were wide ranging – from initiation of source segregation 

in government office buildings to creating ‘Zero-Waste’ 
workplaces – these organisations left no stone unturned  
in strengthening this Swachhata movement. During this 
fortnight, they once again pledged their commitment  

to the cause – both in intent and in action. 

Entities of Mohua

HUDCOCPWD DDA HPL DMRC NBCC
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Glimpses of activities undertaken by 
different entities of MoHUA during 
Swachhata hi Seva fortnight.
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CPWD
The Central Public Works Department (CPWD) undertook 
Swachhata initiatives in their offices, campuses and 
construction sites across the country. While a total of 240 
offices were cleaned during the fortnight, more than 90 
toilets were made accessible for Divyang persons and 
senior citizens. More than 1000 participants from CPWD 
joined hands to renew their commitment to Bapu’s  
dream of a Swachh Bharat. 

A cleaning activity in progress in Bareilly
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A plantation drive in progress at  
the Central Division of CPWD in Jalandhar 

Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary - MoHUA, at a Swachhata hi Seva 
event organised by CPWD at Nirman Bhawan

Clean-up operation underway in the 
CPWD premises of Patna 
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DDA
Reinforcing their commitment towards creating 
a Clean and Green Delhi, staff members  of Delhi 
Development Authority (DDA) led a series of 
cleanliness and plantation drives across the city.
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HPL
Shri Hardeep S Puri, MoS (I/C) – Housing & Urban 
Affairs, appreciates the vivid paintings on display 
at a painting competition for children organised 
by Hindustan Prefab Limited (HPL) during the 
Swachhata hi Seva fortnight.
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DMRC
One of the lifelines of urban transportation in the capital 
city, Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) kept its spirits up 
during the Swachhata hi Seva fortnight. While Swachhata 
jingles played through the day across metro stations in the 
city, DMRC employees ensured that areas around metro 
stations stayed clean and green by undertaking cleanliness 
and plantation drives. The Swachhata inspired painting 
competitions by DMRC that children wholeheartedly 
participated in added more colour to these efforts.
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HUDCO
The team at the Housing & Urban Development 
Corporation Limited (HUDCO) along with their 
Chairman & Managing Director, Dr. M. Ravi Kanth, 
lead a series of cleanliness and plantation drives. 
Seen here is a glimpse from MCD Primary School, 
Sarai Kale Khan, New Delhi.
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NBCC
Several garbage vulnerable points in Delhi were 
identified by Urban Local Bodies and transformed 
into cleaner zones.  This activity was carried out 
under the close supervision of NBCC (India) Limited.

Before

Before

After
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I have also seen children 

successfully surmounting the 

effects of an evil inheritance. 

That is due to purity being an 

inherent attribute of the soul.

“

”
- Mahatma Gandhi

41Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs, Government of India



Our Biggest Swachhata Ambassadors
Children

The Swachh Bharat journey would be incomplete without the 
heartfelt efforts of children across the country who are undoubtedly 
the biggest ambassadors of the Mission. It was therefore no surprise 
to see them blossom during the Swachhata hi Seva fortnight. These 
young warriors not only took Herculean steps to clean up their 
schools and neighbourhoods but also express themselves with 
wonderful clarity through their artwork and performances as seen 
in the numerous Swachhata themed painting competitions and 
street plays held across the country. 
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Shri Hardeep S Puri, MoS (I/C) - Housing & Urban Affairs, hands over a token of appreciation 
to a Divyang participant at a painting competition organised by CPWD in New Delhi
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From Waste to Wealth - Children display products made from 
waste materials at the Kachra Mahotsav in Chhattisgarh

Children lead the way at a Swachhata rally organised by 
NDMC during the Swachhata hi Seva fortnight

Girl students of Bakhtiyarpur, Bihar are determined to make their city Swachh as 
they take part in a an awareness rally during the Swachhata hi Seva fortnight
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Schools across the country actively encouraged 
their students to stand up and take charge 
of the Swachhata of their cities. The children, 
needless to say, put their best foot forward.
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Woman is more fitted than 
man to make exploration 
and take bolder action  
in non-violence.

“

”
- Mahatma Gandhi
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Empowered Women, Swachh India

To measure the exact contribution of women in the Swachh Bharat 
Mission’s four year journey would be an exercise in futility. Be it in 
the area of sanitation or solid waste management, women have 
surmounted all odds to ensure a Swachh Bharat for today and for 
the future. This was rightly acknowledged by the Honourable Prime 
Minister during the launch of Swachhata hi Seva this year when he 
said that the contribution of India’s ‘Nari Shakti’ (women power) 
in the Swachh Bharat Mission was immense. There is no doubt 
therefore that an empowered woman and a clean nation go  
hand in hand. 

Women
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The women of Hajipur Nagar Parishad, Bihar, take their business of Swachhata very seriously
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Waste workers or Swachhata Didis, as they are popularly known as, are felicitated at an  
event by Shri Raman Singh, Chief Minister, Chhattisgarh, during the Swachhata hi Seva fortnight

These young women raise their voice against littering as they 
pledge to use dustbins and segregate their waste at source

Women of Supaul, Bihar, enthuse others as they clean their  
streets during the Swachhata hi Seva fortnight

School premises became greener as 
saplings got planted by these schoolgirls 
during the Swachhata hi Seva fortnight
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These girls of today are the women of tomorrow.  These emblems of Nari Shakti are fully aware of their 
roles and responsibilities as they take the Swachhata pledge during the Swachhata hi Seva fortnight

Swachhata Didis of Chhattisgarh proudly display their 
waste to wealth products at a Swachhata hi Seva event

Segregation begins at home. These women take the lead as 
they commit to use twin bins, every day, year round
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You must be the 
change you wish  
to see in the world.

“

”
- Mahatma Gandhi
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Leading from the Front 

The hallmark of the Swachh Bharat Mission has been the 
way in which people across the spectrum have joined the 
Jan Andolan. Leading the way, both in spirit and in action, 
are our own leaders. Like always, this special Swachhata 
fortnight had our leaders inspiring us to follow Bapu’s 
footsteps and our Honourable Prime Minister’s vision. 

Leaders & Influencers 
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Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India, launches the Swachhata hi Seva 
campaign at Baba Sahib Ambedkar Higher Secondary School in Paharganj, Delhi
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Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Chief Minister, Madhya Pradesh, 
leads a cleanliness drive during the Swachhata hi Seva fortnight

Shri Biplab Kumar Deb, Chief Minister, Tripura, joins citizens 
during the Swachhata hi Seva fortnight

Shri Raman Singh, Chief Minister, Chhattisgarh, 
leads citizens by example

Shri Rajnath Singh, Union Minister of Home Affairs, offers 
Shramdaan during the Swachhata hi Seva fortnight
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Smt. Meenakshi Lekhi, Member of Parliament, at a 
Swachhata hi Seva event in South Delhi

Smt. Kiran Bedi, Lieutenant Governor of Puducherry,  
shares a moment with a child dressed as Bapu during  
a Swachhata hi Seva event

Shri Amit Shah leads a Shramdaan initiative at  
Begumpet, Hyderabad, during Swachhata hi Seva
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A nation’s culture resides 
in the hearts and in the 
soul of its people.

“

”
- Mahatma Gandhi
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Unite for a Cleaner India
SwacHhagrahis

The Swachh Bharat Mission is more than a government initiated 
program that aims to clean the country. In the last four years, 
countless individuals have come forward selflessly to ensure a 
better, cleaner and healthier India. They are the Swachh Bharat 
Mission’s soldiers, Swachhagrahis, who have devoted their 
time and efforts towards fulfilling our Prime Minister’s vision. The 
Swachhata hi Seva fortnight was another occasion for these 
Swachh volunteers to prove that a little effort can indeed make 
a world of difference. 

Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs, Government of India60



61Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs, Government of India



The Swachhata of Diu is in safe hands as is evident from 
the efforts of its citizens in getting trash off their streets

The beaches of Visakhapatnam get a 
makeover with the help of its citizens 
during the Swachhata hi Seva fortnight
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Citizens of Diu work in unison to preserve the pristine 
beauty of their beaches

Men, women, children and senior citizens of Munger 
march on together as they spruce up their streets

A Swachhata themed nukkad natak (street theatre) 
in progress
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Armed with trash bags, ploggers of Guwahati Municipal 
Corporation ensure that not a speck of garbage remains 
on their beloved streets

The Swachhata hi Seva fortnight saw several ULBs screen the award  
winning feature film ‘Halkaa’, which captures the journey of 8 year old Pichku, 
who refuses to be a part of the age-told practice of open defecation 

These children come together after a successful clean-up drive 
during the Swachhata hi Seva fortnight
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With a smile on their faces, the youth of Bihiya in Bihar are committed to 
raise awareness on the importance of keeping their streets garbage free

65Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs, Government of India



Media coverage
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Satisfaction lies in 
the effort, not in the 
attainment, full effort  
is full victory.

“

”
- Mahatma Gandhi
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Citizens pick up paintbrushes to beautify walls in the NDMC area
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Mahatma Gandhi dreamt of an India which was  
not only free but also clean and developed. 

Mahatma Gandhi secured freedom for Mother India. 

Now it is our duty to serve Mother India by keeping the country neat and clean. 

I take this pledge that I will remain committed towards cleanliness and devote time for this. 

I will devote 100 hours per year that is two hours  
per week to voluntary work for cleanliness. I will neither litter nor let others litter.

I will initiate the quest for cleanliness with myself, my family, my locality, my village and my work place. 

I believe that the countries of the world that appear  
clean are so because their citizens don’t indulge in littering nor do they allow it to happen. 

With this firm belief, I will propagate the message  
of Swachh Bharat Mission in villages and towns. 

I will encourage 100 other persons to take this pledge which I am taking today.

I will endeavour to make them devote their 100 hours for cleanliness. 

I am confident that every step I take towards cleanliness will help in making my country clean. 

Swachhata Pledge
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